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\Datly Herald^ January jth, 1929.]
LAWRENCE OF ARABIA
AFGHAN ARREST BORDER* UNCONFIRMED
No confirmation was available yesterday at the Afghan Legation in
London of the reported order for the arrest of Colonel Lawrence of Arabia,
on the alleged ground that he had assisted Afghan rebels to cross the frontier.
According to a B.u.p. Moscow wire, the official Kabul newspaper,
Amany Afghan^ referring to the story reported in an Indian newspaper that
Colonel Lawrence organised and headed the Afghan revolt, considers that
the role played by Colonel Lawrence has been exaggerated, declaring: 'We
do not believe in Colonel Lawrence's power and skill. He is only an
Englishman.'
A strong denial that he is Colonel Lawrence, or that he is in any way
connected with any State or Government, has been issued by Syed Pir
Karam Shah, the Mohammedan, who was mobbed by an infuriated crowd
at Lahore on the occasion of the funeral procession of Lala Lajpat Rai.
Karam Shah was seriously injured by the mob, which was fully convinced
that he was 'Lawrence of Arabia* in disguise, and statements to that effect
are still appearing in the vernacular Press.
In the circumstances, the decision of the Government of
India to have Lawrence sent home immediately was natural and
inevitable. Labour Members of Parliament would certainly not
believe that Lawrence had been reorganizing the routine of
engine overhaul at Karachi, even if they had been told so, or that
he was using his leisure at Miranshah to translate Homer.
Lawrence was therefore, to his great indignation, flown from
Miranshah to Lahore on January 8th, 1929, and thence to
Karachi on the gth, where he was met by a senior officer of the
R.A.F. who explained the matter. He left Bombay on January
12th on board S.S, Rajputana^ with instructions to proceed to
Tilbury and to report to the Air Ministry on arrival, unless he
received orders to the contrary. Lawrence had to leave behind
most of his possessions, including his gramophone and records,
and was very indignant But the pathetic figure of Karam Shah
invites even greater sympathy.
The uproar about Lawrence's activities was however only
beginning, and it is now easy to see that the efforts of the Air